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On Sunday 24th June, Hampton Wick-based charity, Jeevika Trust will be inviting the local community and Friends of Jeevika Trust to a sponsored riverside ‘Walk for Water’.  

The Walk will be taking place between 2pm-5pm in Bushy Park and Hampton Court Park.  The route is roughly 7 miles long and Jeevika Trust are asking walkers to get their friends, family, work colleagues, teachers, neighbours, and anyone else they can think of to sponsor them for as much as possible.

But why ‘Walk for Water’?  India is home to 50% of the 2 million children across the world that die from diarrhoea every year – many of these will die because they do not have access to clean and safe drinking water.  Every day Indian women spend an average of 2.2 hours, many much longer, walking to collect water for the family – Jeevika Trust’s ‘Walk for Water’ will be a shorter walk than many women walk every single day for something as basic and necessary as water.

Part of Jeevika Trust’s work is to help rural families get reliable access to safe water.  The main project that will benefit from this Walk is the revival of three traditional village reservoirs in the Tuticorin region of Tamil Nadu in southern India.  These reservoirs have silted up and become dysfunctional over many years of neglect from the government causing acute water shortages in the summer months from May to September which forces women to walk long distances to fetch the water their families need.

Andrew Redpath, Executive Director of Jeevika Trust, says ‘I visited two of the three villages in March 2007 and got a good idea of the problems and the plans.  We are very excited that this project is going to secure year-round household water for about 7,000 people and eliminate huge amounts of wasted time and effort by hundreds of women.  Please do come along to our ‘Walk for Water’: not only is it a thoroughly worthwhile cause, but also promises to be a fun family day out.’
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If members of the public would like to come along and join Jeevika Trust’s ‘Walk for Water’ all they have to do is email rosemary@jeevika.org.uk or call 020 8973 3773 for more information and to register their place.  Walkers are to meet at 2pm on the little green below Kingston Bridge at the entrance to Barge Walk (at the Hampton Court end of Kingston Bridge); it’s £5 for adults and under 16s are welcome to come along for free.

Jeevika Trust are happy to welcome members of the press who would be interested to cover this exciting local event and logos and pictures are available for publication.  For more information or to arrange to take pictures of the event please contact Jeevika Trust’s Communications and Fundraising Officer, Rosemary Waller on 020 8973 3773 or email rosemary@jeevika.org.uk.

Notes

· Jeevika Trust is a registered charity, number 291167, whose aim is to tackle the roots of Indian poverty by revitalizing rural communities.  They work with people on the margins of society, low-caste and tribal people, especially disadvantaged women, to help them build and sustain their individual, family and community livelihoods.

· More information about Jeevika Trust can be found at www.jeevika.org.uk. 
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