PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release: 25th June 2008
On Tuesday 8th July 2008 Serena Fass will be giving an illustrated lecture on the TEXTILES & JEWELLERY OF ROYAL & RURAL INDIA in aid of Jeevika Trust.

The Royal Geographical Society is again the setting for this, Serena's 8th such lecture. She will be introduced by Dr John Hemming CMG, former Director and Secretary of the Society, and surrounded by friends with stalls of beautiful Indian artefacts for sale and representatives of the best in the travel trade including TransIndus and three noble hoteliers from Rajasthan. 
In this sumptuously illustrated lecture, Serena Fass will show us a wide variety of woven and embroidered textiles, worn by both rich and poor in Gujarat, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Benares and Kashmir together with their inimitable jewellery, both for men and for women, including many splendid pieces worn at recent Royal weddings.

The evening is being sponsored by Bhandari Jewellers of Jaipur who are bringing a wide collection of their lovely pieces for sale.
Jeevika Trust’s Executive Director, Andrew Redpath, says: ‘We are delighted to be associated with Serena Fass and the Royal Geographical Society in this exciting event.  Serena’s long and deep knowledge of India and her many friends will ensure another memorable evening at the R.G.S. while making a direct contribution to Jeevika Trust’s village livelihood programmes in India.’
Tickets (£20) are available from Jeevika Trust - for more information please contact Rosemary (Monday – Wednesday) on 020 8973 3773 or email rosemary@jeevika.org.uk. 
Doors open at 6.00pm with the Lecture taking place from 7.00 - 8.00pm.  The bazaar will remain open until 10.00.

Ends

For further information, contact:

Rosemary Waller, Communications & Fundraising Officer, Jeevika Trust, Navigator House, 60 High Street, Hampton Wick, Surrey, KT1 4DB, Tel: +44 (0)20 8973 3773, rosemary@jeevika.org.uk (Monday – Wednesday), www.jeevika.org.uk 

Notes to Editors

About the illustrated lecture and bazaar
Serena Fass’ illustrated lecture ‘The Textiles and Jewellery of Royal and Rural India’ is to be held from 7pm on Tuesday 8th July 2008 at the Royal Geographical Society, 1 Kensington's Gore, London, SW7.  The doors open at 6pm; the lecture will take place between 7pm and 8pm and the event ends at 10pm.  The bazaar will be open during the entire event.  Tickets cost £20.  For further information or to purchase tickets please contact Rosemary (Monday – Wednesday) on 020 8973 3773, by emailing rosemary@jeevika.org.uk or by visiting www.jeevika.org.uk. 
About Jeevika Trust

Jeevika Trust is a registered charity (no. 291167) that aims to tackle the roots of Indian poverty by revitalising rural communities.  We work with people on the margins of rural society, low-caste and tribal people, especially disadvantaged women, to help them build and sustain their individual, family and community livelihoods.

We have over 35 years experience of working in rural India and over the last decade we have touched more than 100,000 lives through a range of projects in the centre, north, east and south of India.  These projects include supporting women to generate income through bee-keeping, mint-cultivation, goat-rearing, bamboo craft and similar activities; training community leaders in village democracy, and artisans in low-cost building; and promoting health and gender awareness.  We are a heart, head and hands organisation; we care, we think and we act.

About Serena Fass
This is Serena Fass’ eighth lecture at the RGS since her Gujarat Earthquake Appeal in 2001.  She has been visiting India since 1969, firstly at the invitation of HH the Maharaja of Baroda and in 1970 and 1971 to assist her sister Virginia with PALACES OF INDIA and later FORTS OF INDIA.  In 1974 she produced FACES OF INDIA, an anthology of her photographs and Indian poetry to raise money for Mother Theresa of Calcutta.  Serena has returned to India almost every year since then, for weddings, to inspect her friends’ new Heritage Properties and to lead tours for TransIndus Travel.

About Dr John Hemming, CMG

Distinguished explorer and author, former Director of Serenissima Travel Ltd and Director and Secretary of the Royal Geographical Society from 1975-1996, Dr John Hemming accompanied Serena and Virginia Fass to India in 1970 while Virginia prepared her book Palaces of India for the late H.H. Maharaja of Baroda.
About Bhandari Jewellers of Jaipur
Set in the heart of Jaipur, Bhandari Jewellers has gained a reputation for offering unrivalled quality gems and excellent craftsmanship.  While many contemporaries have remained rooted in traditional designs, Bhandari Jewellers has kept abreast of evolving international tastes and trends.  Its exceptional collections boast a seamless and innovative mix of time-honoured designs, with contemporary settings and finishes.
