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Living Economy, Living Democracy
Lord Dholakia, patron of Jeevika Trust, was chair of the annual Jeevika Lecture which took place at the Amnesty International Headquarters in central London.

Lord Dholakia, in his opening remarks, reminded the audience of the mission statement of Jeevika, which is to work towards an India without absolute poverty where all people have the opportunity to live with dignity, free from hunger, deprivation and marginalisation.

Lord Dholakia went on to remind the audience as to why they were present.

He said we need to carefully examine and dissect the present approach to economics and politics of globalisation.  We need to look at the impact of globalisation on poverty and ecology.

Why is it that rural populations do not have clean or enough water to drink?  Why is it that poverty and ill health are so inter-related?  What are we doing to ensure that health benefits do not pass by the rural populations?

The government here or abroad is less likely to succeed in preserving global resources unless it involves in sharing ecological knowledge and resources with poor people.

The guest speaker was Dr Vandana Shiva.

Lord Dholakia said ‘It is a great honour to have Dr Vandana Shiva, environmentalist and human rights activist and Reith Lecturer, to deliver our inaugural Lecture.  Her campaigns against the marginalisation and deprivation of the rural poor on a massive scale epitomise the vision behind Jeevika Trust’s work in India to tackle rural poverty at its roots.’

Founder of the Living Democracy Movement in India, Dr Shiva argued that the economics and politics of globalisation are proving bankrupt, and are suicidal, for the vast majority of the earth’s population, and that humanity must move towards living economy through living democracy.

Dr Shiva drew on her experience of campaigning in India against exclusion of the rural poor from access to natural resources and economic justice and for the urgent need to pursue a more balanced, sustainable and hopeful model for the planet to live by.

Dr Shiva said, ‘I am very pleased to be invited to give the first Jeevika Lecture to highlight how globalisation is impacting the world’s poorest people and how we must champion an alternative system directed not to violence, privatisation and destruction of local economies and decision-making, but to peace, justice and sustainability.’
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Notes to Editors

About the Jeevika Lecture 2007

The Jeevika Lecture 2007: ‘Living Economy, Living Democracy’ will be held on Monday 19th November 2007 at 7.30pm in the Human Rights Action Centre Auditorium, Amnesty International, EC2.  A reception is being held for invited guests and journalists at 6.15pm.  For further information and tickets, contact Rosemary at rosemary@jeevika.org.uk or 020 8973 3773 (Monday – Wednesday).

About Jeevika Trust

Jeevika Trust is a registered charity (no. 291167) that aims to tackle the roots of Indian poverty by revitalising rural communities.  We work with people on the margins of rural society, low-caste and tribal people, especially disadvantaged women, to help them build and sustain their individual, family and community livelihoods.

We have over 35 years experience of working in rural India and over the last decade we have touched more than 100,000 lives through a range of projects in the centre, north, east and south of India.  These projects include supporting women to generate income through bee-keeping, mint-cultivation, goat-rearing, bamboo craft and similar activities; training community leaders in village democracy, and artisans in low-cost building; and promoting health and gender awareness.  We are a heart, head and hands organisation; we care, we think and we act.

About Dr Vandana Shiva

Dr Vandana Shiva was trained as a physicist.  In 1982 she set up the Research Foundation for Science, Technology and Ecology in Dehra Dun, north India, of which she remains Director, to conduct independent research into ecological and social issues and their impact on rural communities.  In 1991, she founded Navdanya, a national movement to protect the diversity and integrity of living resources, especially native seeds.  In recent years she has also founded and directed Bija Vidyapeeth, the Indian branch of Schumacher College UK.

Working mainly in India, but with a high international profile, Dr Shiva has made radical and wide-ranging contributions to the field of agriculture and food security, biodiversity and the impact of Intellectual Property Rights, farmers’ understanding of GATT and TRIPS, and the role of women in agriculture.

Dr Shiva’s contributions to gender issues have been recognised both in India and abroad, and with publications like ‘Staying Alive’ she has contributed to radically changed perceptions of the status and role of women in rural poverty.

During the 2000 Reith Lectures, Dr Shiva joined Sir John (now Lord) Browne of BP in presenting a dialogue on the interests of big business on the one hand, and the concerns of poverty and anti-globalisation on the other.  She and Lord Browne were among the five Reith lecturers chosen to be interviewed by the BBC with Prince Charles in connection with the Respect for Earth series in that year.

Besides her work as a visiting professor and lecturer at universities and institutes of higher learning in the UK, US, Norway, Sweden and Canada, Dr Shiva has served as an adviser to governments in India and abroad, as well as NGOs such as the International Forum on Globalisation, the Women’s Environment and Development Organisation and the Third World Network.
